
Some Topics of Interest 

As the parent of a gifted child, you may find that you have specific questions and concerns 

regarding your child and his/her development.  Parenting a gifted child is-well-a gift!  But, it can 

also be a little confusing at times.  As you search for information to help you better understand 

your child, here are some key terms that you may decide to focus on.    

Characteristics of gifted students-As well as learning quickly, some gifted students learn 

differently.  In addition, they often display characteristics of intensity, curiosity, idealism, 

persistence, and sensitivity, just to name a few.  Each of these is a topic within itself!   

Organizations and Advocacy-There is lots of support out there, not only in the way of 

information, but also in the way of others who are celebrating and struggling along with you.  

There are state and national organizations with a wealth of information on everything from how 

to help your child, to how to advocate for stronger laws in support of gifted education. 

Asynchronous Development-The term sounds a little daunting, but it really describes what you 

may already be seeing in your child.  Gifted children tend to have areas of development which 

are “uneven”, meaning that they may have areas of extremely advanced abilities but still be at a 

level on par with peers of their own age in other areas.  This can obviously create difficulties in 

seeking the best settings to help your child be happy but still challenged.  Did you know that 

some children need more than one set of peers to give them the comfort zone in both their 

intellectual and social lives?   

Social and Emotional Development-Many gifted children are highly sensitive in addition to 

functioning on an extremely high level academically, intellectually, or artistically.  If you notice 

that your child seems “high-strung” or extremely concerned about the feelings of others, you are 

probably right.  This is quite common in gifted people and is not your imagination (or your 

child’s.)  It is very real to your child.  Understanding this and learning how you can help will go 

a long way to helping your child learn to cope with these feelings, which make them wonderful 

and caring human beings, but can also become overwhelming to some children (and adults).  

One author who writes very eloquently about this topic is Kazimierz Dabrowski; he used the 

term, “Overexcitabilities.”  An odd-sounding term but very meaningful information.   

Underachievement-This is a huge issue with many TAG students.  It is extremely common and 

tends to grow out of perfectionism.  It may seem that a perfectionist would overachieve, but fear 

of failure or not measuring up can cause students to not risk doing their best.  There are other 

causes of underachievement, such as lack of challenge.  This is a topic to familiarize yourself 

with, especially as your child gets older.  Issues with underachievement sometimes crop up in 

middle school when kids are facing new developmental challenges, and can often be especially 

pronounced in girls at that age.   



Learning Styles and Multiple Intelligences-Much of this information has been around for 

years.  Learning styles refer to how an individual learns best.  Some people learn best by seeing, 

some by hearing, some by doing.  In addition, Howard Gardener’s Multiple Intelligences explore 

other ways to learn and show what you know-for example, musical intelligence and spatial 

intelligence.  This is interesting to look into if you think your child learns differently than most. 

Visual/Spatial-Recently, there is more discussion by educators about visual/spatial learners.  

These are people who learn best in pictures and tend to see things in the whole, instead of seeing 

things in little pieces which add up to the whole.  Traditionally, schools have been places which 

are set up more for auditory/sequential learners (step-by-step, lots of details, memorization).  The 

world is moving more toward the visual/spatial way of doing things (think about all of our media 

and technology), so experts are telling us that the V/S learners will soon have the advantage.  

But, in the meantime, V/S learners tend to have a harder time in school.  Statistically, the 

majority of V/S learners are boys.   

Twice-Exceptional-Did you know that it is very possible for a student to be gifted and also 

disabled at the same time?  There are many cases where one person has both identifications. 

Examples could be gifted in math, with a learning disability in reading; or intellectually gifted 

with a diagnosis of autism (or AD/HD, or Obsessive Compulsive Disorder).  These are just 

examples of combinations which can be especially tricky for parents and schools to make sure 

the student is receiving appropriate services and that each professional educator understands the 

child’s particular needs.  This issue is beginning to gain more attention, which is great news for 

kids who find themselves in this situation, and those who care for and work with them.   


